Older people with enduring or recurrent severe mental illness (graduates): A literature review.
To review the literature on older people with enduring or recurrent severe mental illness with an onset earlier than 65 years (graduates) and, in particular, to look at the specific features and needs of this group. A Medline literature search produced 41 relevant papers and reports on the subject. There are a substantial number of older people with severe mental illness and the number will rise in line with increased longevity. As they age these patients' psychiatric disabilities are compounded by medical and social problems. The move to community based care has largely ignored the needs of graduates who were previously cared for in psychiatric institutions. There is an urgent need to plan and develop adequate services for this vulnerable group.